
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

MAY 13, 2021 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, May 

13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Brad Simmons 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton and Tony Long 

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Simmons called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Long, Mayor 

Simmons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  The Board agreed by consensus to add 

5(C) Accept Resolution Authorizing Upset Bid Process for Property located on Lebanon Road. 

 

Approve Minutes of the April 8, 2021 Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting and the 

April 6, 2021 Called Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by 

Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of April 8, 2021. Upon the 

motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board unanimously 

approved the minutes of the April 6, 2021 called meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept April and May Tax Collector’s Reports; (B) Accept February 

Treasurer’s Report and Financials; and, (C) Accept Resolution Authorizing Upset Bid 

Process for property Located on Lebanon Road:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, 

seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously approved the Consent Agenda. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC21-4, Filed by City of Charlotte-Charlotte Water, to allow a Rezoning 

from R to R(CD) for a new Elevated Water Tank on a portion of Parcel Number 135-331-05 

(12901 Palomino Drive) *: Planning Director Hoard submitted the following memo: 

 

The applicant is requesting Conditional Rezoning to permit construction of an elevated water 

tank. Elevated water storage tanks fall under the Essential Services category in Section 5.2 

Table of Principal Permitted Uses. 



Essential Services, Class 2 

Elevated water storage tanks, booster stations, package treatment plants, telephone switching 

facilities (over one hundred (100) square feet gross floor area), substations, or other similarly 

required facilities in connection with telephone, electric, steam, water, sewer, or other similar 

utilities, and solid waste/recycling convenience center. 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify, or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

David Czerr, Deputy of Engineering for Charlotte Water, introduced Carl Wilson, Chief Engineer, 

and Mac McClanahan, Project Manager.  He thanked the Board for allowing them to speak at the 

meeting.  Growth projections, over ten years ago, indicated the need for an elevated water tank in 

this area.  The tanks were vital for the infrastructure for today and the future.  The current 

infrastructure included 4,448 miles of main line pipe, three major pressure zones, 289,836 meters, 

84,000 valves and 17,760 fire hydrants.  The estimated budget was six million dollars. The water 

tower was projected to begin construction in the summer of 2023 and completed in winter of 2024.  

Water would fill the tower at night and would be released during the day when the demand was 

high.  The tower would be approximately 188’ in height and hold 1.5 million gallons.  It would be 

located on property now owned by Idlewild Baptist Church located near Idlewild Road and 

Highway 51.  The property had three acres and 1.25 of those acres would be disturbed while 

providing for a shaded tree buffer with trees on either side of the property.  A view was shown, 

using photoshop, to the Board.  Construction would start in the second quarter of 2023. It was 

important to note, the top left area, was the tree save area around the water tank.  There were a 

very limited number of sites where an elevated water tank could be placed.  The site proposed was 

the ideal location in their opinion; it would provide water for Mint Hill, Matthews, and the 

southeast portion of the County. 

 

Commissioner Holton asked if Palomino Drive would be closed while the main water line was 

extended to the water tank.  No, the water tank would not close Palomino Drive; one lane may be 

closed but the whole road would not be closed.  Commissioner Holton asked if there would be a 

“Welcome to Mint Hill” sign on the water tower.  Charlotte Water had typically shied away from 

branding the towers because it was maintenance intensive.  Charlotte Water would consider this 

request if it was an item the Board wanted to discuss.  Commissioner Holton felt like it would be 

a nice touch. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane stated he had seen many water towers in his life and some of them were 

rusted and worn.  He asked the life span of a typical water tower.  A composite concrete water 

tower was typically 30 years but could last 40-50 years.  Charlotte Water presented the water 

tower, built in 1920, as the example of how they use capital investments to keep their water towers 

well maintained.   

 

Mayor Simmons asked Charlotte Water to hold a meeting with Town Staff about the graphics as 

it was important to the Town. 

 



Hearing no further questions or comments from the Board, Mayor Simmons opened the public 

hearing on #ZC21-4.  There being no public questions or comments on #ZC21-4, Mayor Simmons 

closed the public hearing.   

 

Public Hearing on #ZC21-5, Filed by Souder Properties, to Allow a Rezoning from R to I-G 

(CD) to Develop a New Business Park Located at Parcel Number(s)  137-151-20 (10905 Blair 

Road) and 137-151-22 (10821 Blair Road): Planning Director Hoard submitted the following 

memo: 

The applicant is requesting Conditional Rezoning from R to I-G (CD) to allow development 

of a business park. 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify, or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

Mr. Steve Souder stated there was a lot of demand for these warehouses.  The exterior would be 

hardy board.  The units would have a restroom, an office (150 sq. ft.) and a warehouse (600 sq. 

ft.); he owned close to 700 in the Charlotte area, and they were 100% occupied. He said the plan 

was consistent with the Town Land Use Plan.   

 

Commissioner Dalton asked how many units were proposed.  Mr. Souder was not sure…maybe 

40-45.   

 

Commissioner Holton asked about the time frame of the proposed project.  Mr. Souder stated they 

hoped to start within six months; ideally, they would be ready in 2022.  Denver Toller, architect, 

stated the engineering had pretty much been completed and they were ready to go once they 

received the approvals needed. 

 

Mayor Simmons asked the applicants to be prepared for questions asked by the Planning Board 

members at the meeting the next week. 

 

Hearing no further questions or comments from the Board, Mayor Simmons opened the public 

hearing on #ZC21-5.  There being no public questions or comments on #ZC21-5, Mayor Simmons 

closed the public hearing.   

 

Public Hearing on the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022: 

Manager Welch presented the proposed budget for FY22 and provided the following totals per 

Fund: General Fund, $23,682,017; Powell Bill Fund $740,000; Storm Water Fund $537,149; 

Infrastructure Fund $50; Tourism Fund $277,150 and, Police Department Drug Forfeiture Fund 

$50. The total proposed budget was $25,236,416. The proposed tax rate for the upcoming budget 

year was $.255 cents per $100 valuation and the $10 registered motor vehicle fee would remain 

the same. 

 

The Storm Water recommended budget was $537,149; the changes from FY21 would include a 

new rate structure with tiers.  Tier I rate would change from $1.42 to $1.35 per month; Tier II rate 



would change from $2.12 to $2.00 per month; Tier III rate would change from $2.12 to $3.09 per 

month; Tier IV rate would change from $2.12 to $5.20 per month; Commercial would change from 

$35.34 to $46.00, per acre of impervious area. 

 

Commissioner Holton appreciated all the work Manager Welch did on the budget; he appreciated 

the fact there was no tax increase.  He asked if the monies added to the parks included a dog park 

on Brief Road.  Manager Welch stated the design of the park on Brief Road would come back to 

the Board; the plan had been modified so staff could design the park and the funding was there for 

a dog park component subject to the approval of the Board. 

 

The Mayor and Board thanked Manager Welch for his work on the budget. 

 

Hearing no further questions or comments from the Board, Mayor Simmons opened the public 

hearing on the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022.  There being no 

public questions or comments on the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 

2022, Mayor Simmons closed the public hearing.   

 

Public Comments: None. 

 

Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month Proclamation: Mayor Simmons read the following 

proclamation: 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome is an inherited neurological disorder that is characterized 

by involuntary physical and vocal tics that occur many times a day; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome is often accompanied by other mental health disorders 

such as attention deficit and obsessive compulsive disorder, learning disabilities, and 

anxiety; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Tourette Syndrome and tic disorders affect 1 in 100 children. More than 

22,800 school age children in the State of North Carolina alone are dealing with Tourette 

Syndrome and although some of these cases are aided by medication, there is no standard 

treatment or known cure for the disorder; and, 

 

WHEREAS, there is an important need for more professional help with interest and 

expertise to identify, counsel, and treat people with Tourette Syndrome, a disorder that is 

often misdiagnosed and misunderstood; and, 

 

WHEREAS, positive actions to assist children and families living with Tourette Syndrome 

would result from a broadening of public and professional knowledge and acceptance of 

Tourette Syndrome; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Tourette Association’s Greater Carolinas Group, are actively providing 

services to families, educating medical professionals and teachers, and supporting research 

to better understand the signs and treatments of TS; 

 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that May 15-June 15, 2021, will be recognized 

as “Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month” in Mint Hill, North Carolina, to promote 

understanding, compassion, and acceptance for all of our fellow citizens who deserve and 

need our support to break the stigma that surrounds Tourette Syndrome. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC20-10, Filed by NVR, INC. to allow a Conditional District 

Rezoning from R to R DO-A (CD) to allow a Residential Development Located at Parcel 

Number(s) 135-381-67 (10524 Lawyers Road), 135-381-66 (10600 Lawyers Road), 135-381-

64 (10616 Lawyers Road) and 135-381-65 (10608 Lawyers Road):  The applicant withdrew the 

request. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC21-3, Filed by The Town of Mint Hill, to Amend Section 7.2 

Street Lighting Standards of the Downtown Code: Planning Director Hoard submitted the 

following memo: 

 

The purpose of the text amendment is to clarify in the code an existing policy requirement 

regarding the responsibility of the developer to pay the upfront, one-time decorative charge 

for the specified pedestrian light required in the Downtown. 

7.2 STREET LIGHTING STANDARDS: 

 

A. No street light shall be more than two hundred fifty (250) feet from another street 

light. In addition, lighting shall be placed at every intersection. 

 

B. A lighting plan shall be submitted with all developments requiring site plan 

approval. 

 

C. Pedestrian lighting along Matthews-Mint Hill Road (NC 51) and Lawyers Road 

shall be consistent with the standard fixture and service provider specified by the 

Town. The onetime decorative charge must be paid in full for each light fixture. 

 

All non-residential development and/or redevelopment in the downtown overlay district 

that fronts on a public right-of-way or proposes a new public right-of-way shall install 

decorative pedestrian lights consistent with the standard fixture and service provider 

specified by the Town along the existing or new right-of-way. The decorative one-time 

charge shall be paid in full. For mixed use projects, the non-residential portion of road 

frontage shall be subject to the aforementioned light installation. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Long, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC21-3, filed by The Town of Mint Hill, to Amend Section 7.2 Street 

Lighting Standards of the Downtown Code. 

 

Adopt Resolution Authorizing the Police Chief to Enter into Law Enforcement Mutual 

Assistance Agreements with Other Law Enforcement Agencies:  Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board unanimously approved 

the resolution. 

Mayor Simmons read the following resolution: 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/minthillnc/Application%20ZC20-10.pdf


 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 160A-288 promotes cooperation between law 

enforcement agencies by authorizing the head of any law enforcement agency to temporarily 

provide assistance to another agency in enforcing the laws of North Carolina if so requested 

in writing by the head of the requesting agency; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the assistance may comprise allowing officers of the agency to work 

temporarily with officers of the requesting agency and lending equipment and supplies; and, 

 

WHEREAS, while working with the requesting agency under the authority of this statute, 

an officer shall have the same jurisdiction, powers, rights, privileges, and immunities as the 

officer of the requesting agency, in addition to those they normally possess; and, 

 

WHEREAS, while on duty with the requesting agency, the officer shall be subject to the 

lawful operational command of their superior officers in the requesting agency, but for 

personnel              and administrative purposes, the officer shall remain under the control of their 

own agency including for purposes of pay; and, 

 

WHEREAS, an officer shall be entitled to Workmen's Compensation and the same benefits 

when acting pursuant to a law enforcement assistance agreement to the extent as though                        they 

were functioning within the normal scope of their duties. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mint Hill Town Council designates 

the Police Chief of the Town of Mint Hill as the "Head" of the Town’s Police Department 

as the term is used in North Carolina General Statute 160A-288 and the said Police Chief is 

hereby delegated authority to make or grant requests pursuant to this statute. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Police Chief of the Town of Mint Hill is hereby 

authorized to enter into agreements for exchanging law enforcement officers, equipment or 

supplies in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute 160A-288. 

 

Presentation from Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization: Robert Cook, 

CRTPO, gave an overview of MPOs and CRTPO.  The Metropolitan Planning Organization was 

a federally designated transportation planning agency for urbanized areas with populations of over 

50,000.  There were approximately 400 MPOs in the United States.  The Urban Transportation 

Planning Process created the Federal-Aid Highway Act in 1962 and in 1970 MPOs were created 

to ensure the planning process proceeded as envisioned in 1962. Charlotte Regional Transportation 

Planning Organization was the federally designated MPO for the Charlotte Urbanized Area.  It 

included Iredell, Mecklenburg and Union Counties.  The three C’s were Continuing, Cooperative 

and Comprehensive planning processes.  There were 21 municipalities involved and they 

interacted with the North Carolina Board of Transportation and the Metropolitan Transit 

Commissioner.  Required planning products ensure that the CRTPOs primary responsibilities were 

being met.  CTP were 50-year plans, MTP were 20-year plans and TIP were 10-year plans. The 

emphasis was a multi-modal approach and contained four elements including: highway, public 

transportation, bicycle and pedestrian.  The 2050 MTP website was 2050mtp.org and the public 

was encouraged to participate.  He covered the submissions by County for the roadway projects 



with Mecklenburg County leading the way with 131 of 240 submissions.  He discussed the project 

evaluation overviews along with the engagement and project schedules.  The Transit Planning 

Initiatives included hiring a transit planner, a LYNX Silver Line, CONNECT Beyond, and the 

Transit Education Initiative Task Force. Mr. Cook reviewed the LYNX Silver Line Rail Project.  

Mr. Cook detailed the 2021 Fall Call Timeline.  He included his contact information for any 

residents interested in knowing more; he may be reached at 704-336-8643, or 

robert.w.cook@charlottenc.gov.  The TCC met the first Thursday of the month at 10 a.m. and the 

CRTPO met the third Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m.  The website was www.crtpo.org. 

 

Commissioner Dalton thanked Mr. Cook for coming out to the Board meeting.  Commissioner 

Dalton asked if the discretionary funds could be used to widen intersections; Mr. Cook said yes 

there could be some matching allowed for those intersections.  

 

Commissioner Cochrane asked what the CRTPO did to enlist public input.  Mr. Cook stated 

projects caused public involvement, short of that, it was hard to grab the attention of the public.  

He stated they could be found on Facebook at facebook.com/crtpo, the twitter was 

twitter.com/cltregionaltpo or their email was email@crtpo.org.  Commissioner Cochrane thanked 

Mr. Cook. 

 

Mayor Simmons stated the Town of Mint Hill did not have a transportation planner on staff and 

asked who would be available at CRTPO to help the Town of Mint Hill to navigate the federal 

grant the Town had received.  Mr. Cook stated Jennifer Stafford was very familiar with the federal 

paperwork and he would provide her contact information.  Mayor Simmons thanked Mr. Cook for 

attending the meeting.   

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Long thanked the Police and Fire Departments 

for always being there for the residents of Mint Hill.  He stated police officers assisted in the 

direction of traffic during the gas shortage.  He stated the firefighters had seen a number of 

structure fires recently.  He commended both departments. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane echoed Commissioner Long’s sentiments.  He said both departments 

were doing excellent jobs.   

 

Commissioner Dalton echoed the sentiments of Commissioner Long.  He noted it was National 

Police Week and he thanked them for slowing the speeders down along Highway 51.   

 

Mayor Simmons stated he had waited in line for more than 30 minutes to obtain fuel and he was 

thankful to the police officers who impartially and fairly directed traffic for our residents.  Mayor 

Simmons recognized Town Attorney, Kevin Bringewatt, and thanked him for being at the meeting. 

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Simmons adjourned the meeting 

at 8:11 p.m. 

 

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 
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